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Extract from Jeremy Taylor ore the Duties of Married 
Life. Vol. 1. p. 346, Boston Edition. 

It was rarely observed by Philo, that, when Adam 
made that fond excuse for his folly in eating the for- 
bidden fruit, he said, " The woman thou gavest me to 
be with me, she gave me." He says not, " The wo- 
man which thou gavest to me:" no such thing; she 
is none of his goods, none of his possessions, not to be 
reckoned amongst his servants ; God did not give her to 
hiw so ; but, " The woman thou gavest to be with me ,•" 
that is, to be my partner, the companion of my joys and 
sorrows ; thou gavest her for use, not for dominion. The 
dominion of a man over his wife is no-other, than as the 
soul rules the bpdy ; for which it takes a mighty care, and 
uses it with a delicate tenderness, and cares for it in all con- 
tingencies, and watches to keep it from all evils, and studies 
to make for it fair provisions, and very often is led by its 
inclinations and desires, and does never contradict its ap- 
petites but when they are evil, and then also not without 
some trouble and sorrow ; and its government comes only 
to this, it furnishes the body with light and understanding, 
and the body furnishes the soul with hands and feet. The 
soul governs, because the body cannot else be happy, but 
the government is no other than provision ; as a nurse go- 
verns a child, when she causes him to eat, and to be warm, 
and dry, and quiet : and yet even the very government 
itself is divided ; for man and wife in the family, are as the 
sun and moon in the firmament of heaven ; he rules by day, 
and she by night ; that is, in the lesser and more proper cir- 
cles of her affairs, in the conduct of dornestick provisions 
and necessary offices, and shines only by his light, and rules 
by his authority : and as the moon in opposition to the sun 
shines brightest ; that is, then, when she is in her own 
circles and separate regions ; so is the authority of the wife 
then most conspicuous, when she is separate and in her 
proper sphere ; in the nursery and offices of dornestick 
employment : but when she is in conjunction with the sun 
her brother ; that is, in that place and employment in which 
his care and proper offices are employed, her light is not 
seen, her authority hath no proper business. But else 
there is no difference : for they were barbarous people, 
among whom wives were instead of servants ; and it is a 
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sign of impotency and weakness, to force the camels to kneel 
for their load, because thou hast not spirit and strengih 
enough to climb: to make the affections and evenness of a 
wife bend by the flexures of a servant, is a sign the man is 
not wise enough to govern, when another stands by. So 
many differences as can be in the appellatives of dominus 
and domina, governour and governess, lord and lady, mas- 
ter and mistress, the same difference there is in the autho- 
rity- of man and woman, and no more. Si tu Cains, ego 
Caia, was nublickly proclaimed upon the threshold of the 
young man s house, when the bride entered into his hands 
and power ; and the title of domina, in the sense of the 
civil law, was among the Romans given to wives. 

Hi dominant Ditis thalamo diducere adorti,* 

said Virgil : where, though Servius says it was spoken 
after the manner of the Greeks, who called the wife Aiemimv, 
lady or mistress, yet it was so among both the nations. 

Ac doraus dominant voca, — says Catullus ; 

Haerebit dominae vir comes ipse suae, — so Martial :f 

And therefore, although there is just measure of subjection 
and obedience due from the wife to the husband, (as I shall 
hereafter explain,) yet nothing of this is expressed in the 
man's character, or in his duty ; he is not commanded to 
rule, nor instructed how, nor bidden to exact obedience, or 
to defend his privilege; all his duty is signified by love, by 
nourishing and cherishing,'^ by being joined with her in all 
the unions of chanty, by not being bitter to her,\\ by dwel- 
ling with her according to knowledge, giving honour to 
her .•§ so that it seems to be with husbands, as it is with 
bishops and priests, to whom much honour is due, but yet 
so that if they stand upon it, and challenge it, they become 
less honourable. And as amongst men and women humility 
is the way to be preferred ; so it is in husbands, they shall 
prevail by cession, by sweetness and counsel, and charity 
and compliance. 

* Aeneid. Lib. vi. 
Who from his lofty dome aspir'd to lead 
The beauteous partner of his royal bed. 

t Epithal. Juliae. J Ephes. r 25. \\ Col. iii. 19. $ 1 Peter iii. 7. 
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